
Kung Fu Punctuation 

• Full stop: throw a short, right-handed punch at the air in front of you. Make 

the noise, Ha! 

• Comma: with your right arm bent so that your hand is in front of your face, 

make a short twisting motion at the wrist to signify the comma shape. Make the 

noise, Shi! 

• Semi-colon:do the full-stop punch, then the comma shape directly underneath 

it. Make the noises, Ha! Shi! 

• Colon: follow the full-stop punch immediately with one directly beneath it. 

Make the noises, Ha! Ha! 

• Question mark: separate the curly bit into three cutting movements with the 

hand: one horizontal left to right, one curved around, and one vertical coming 

from the bottom of the curved one. Then at the bottom of the shape you have 

just drawn in the air, bung in a full-stop punch. Make the noises, Shi! Shi! Shi! 

Ha! 

• Exclamation mark: a long vertical slash, from top to bottom, followed by a full 

stop. Make the noises, Shiiiiii! Ha! 

• Speech marks: stand on one leg, extend your arms diagonally to the skies and 

wiggle your index and middle fingers in an approximation of speech marks. Make 

the noise, Haeeeee! 

• Apostrophe: with your right arm fully extended to the air, wiggle your index 

finger. Make the noise, Blubalubaluba! (This is the best I can do to approximate 

the sound you can make with your tongue when you flap it up and down against 

the inside of your lips.) 

• Ellipsis: three punches along a horizontal line. Make the noises, Ha! Ha! Ha! 

• Brackets: using your left hand first, draw a curved convex line in the air; use 

your right hand to do the opposite motion for the closing bracket. Make the 

noises, Shi! Shi! 

 


